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The Mankato Harley-Davidsonôs open house was held on April 25.  People came 

out to see the new bikes, get good deals, and enjoy good food.  Thanks to all the 

people that came out and joined (re-joined) the Thunder Valley HOG chapter. 
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Road Captains  

 
Gordy Wolters 
507-380-1740 
507-327-4961 
gorjan@charter.net 
 
Chad Jones 
507-340-4014 
cjones@johnsonoutdoors.com 
 
Jim McKee 
507-420-5801 
Jim.Mckee@hickorytech.com 
 
Rick Raforth 
H. 385-0285 
C. 304-1262 
82562rcr@hickorytech.net 
 

 

Upcoming Chapter Events 

 

June 24
th:

 Searleôs Bar and Grille. Bike Night! Alternating 

Wednesday nights. www.searlesbar.com 

 

June 26
th 

and 27
th
: Minnesota State HOG Rally in Duluth. 

www.mnstatehogrally.com 

 

July 1
st
: Monthly meeting.  Meet at the shop at 6PM and leave at 6:30 

PM. 

 

July 8
th:

 Searleôs Bar and Grille. Bike Night! 

 

July 10
th
 and 11

th
: Overnight ride to Hot Harley Nights in Sioux 

Falls, South Dakota.  Meet at the shop at 9:30 AM and leave at 10 

AM.  Contact Jim for more information (507-420-5801). 

 

July 22
nd:

 Searleôs Bar and Grille. Bike Night! 

 

August 5
th
: Monthly meeting.  Meet at the shop at 6 PM and leave at 

6:30 PM. 

 

Keep an eye on the site calendar for updates and changes:  

www.katohd.com  
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A spring picnic was held at the Seven-Mile Creek Park.  The attendees enjoyed the food.  Thanks to Jim and 

Mary McKee for setting up and preparing the food. 
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If you think the warm weather arrives too late in Minnesota, the following story may give you some ideas. 

 

During February looking out at the snow on the ground and thinking that it had been three years since I visited 

my friends in Mississippi.  So I called to see if I could visit during the middle of March. The dates were fine do 

I loaded up the Harley, packed a few clothes and hit the road for warm weather and sunshine. I left on a Sunday 

morning stopping south of St. Louis and then continuing on Monday.  As I passed though Memphis Tennessee I 

had to stop at Graceland Harley.  It is just an accessory and clothing outlet in a strip mall outside of Graceland.  

They know you are coming with the prices and I left a few dollars as a good tourist should.  

The closer I got to my destination the clouds thickened and it rained but I didnôt mind because I didnôt have to 

shovel it.  

I have my own little house to stay in that is built over a man-made lake on 40 acres of peace and quiet by the 

town of McNeil Mississippi.  It is about 45 miles North East of New Orleans.  This area was hit by Katrina in 

2005. In March of 2006 when I visited last the rebuilding hadnôt begun yet.  The clean up was under way and 

many businesses were still closed.  

This time I did ride all the way over to Pensacola Florida and purchased a few items at the Harley Shop.  I also 

stopped at the shop in Biloxi Mississippi.  

The second day I took a ride along the coast on Highway 90.  A few years ago we drove this route and saw all 

the beautiful homes along the coast. Now there are empty lots.  A few have rebuilt, but the process is slow. I 

parked by a beach and thought the view of the white beach, blue sky and the Gulf was a perfect place to take a 

picture of my bike with all that in the background.  There was one sunbather about a hundred yards down the 

beach.   
Can you find the Sunbather? 

 

She got up and walked towards the parking lot and as she got to her car she flipped me off.  I was getting ready 

to leave and as I left the lot I noticed she was behind me and getting larger in the mirror.  I did a quick exit as 

she sped by.  I wish I knew what I did wrong. 

I spent the rest of the time there eating catfish and ribs. 

By Kevin Buck 

 


